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THE CONFERENCE
“URBAN MEMORY.
The City and Its Inhabitants
in the 20" century”.

6"-7"" November 2008, Brno, Czech
Republic.

The team of researchers from the Insti-
tute of Ethnology of the Academy of Sci-
ences of the Czech Republic based in
Brno together with their colleagues from
the Moravian Museum, Archives of the
City of Brno and the Institute of History
of the Faculty of Arts at the Masaryk Uni-
versity in Brno organized aconference
“Urban Memory: The City and Its Inhabit-
ants in the 20th century.” The event took
place on the 6""-7" of November 2008 in
the heart of Moravia, Brno, in the won-
derful Dietrichstein Palace, one of the
seats of the Moravian Museum.

The aim of the conference was to
bring together scholars from differ-
ent disciplines who study the phenome-
non of urban memory and issues related
to it such as identity forming, collec-
tive memory, urban spaces; and urban
images and symbols. More than eighty
participants, mainly ethnologists, social
anthropologists, historians, sociologists
and other social scientists from Czech
Republic and Slovakia contributed to the
success of the conference with their pres-
entations or remarks and comments.

Twenty six papers and intense dis-
cussions in just two days made everyone
“awake” and active. All session chairs
were very strict in keeping the time availa-
ble for each speaker. This approach is not
very much appreciated by the presenters
themselves, but it is crucial if the space for
the discussion is to be protected.

The organizers divided the program
thematically in several sessions. The
first two sessions were devoted to “The
transformations of the city in the 20" cen-
tury.” Katarina Popelkova and Juraj
Zajonc of the Institute of Ethnology of
the Slovak Academy of Sciences in Bra-
tislava presented two case studies from
the Slovak city of Nitra in the inter-war
period. In addition to the empirically-
based research material, they challenged
the methodology of exploring identity
and memory of the city in the historic
period that can only be seen and studied
as areconstruction. Elena Kurincova of
the Slovak National Museum in Bratis-
lava presented afascinating life story of
a “Bratislavan” born at the beginning of
the 20™ century and his multiple natu-
ralization processes in one city and sev-
eral political and state regimes. Ivana
Kotrbata of the Department of Ethnol-
ogy of the Faculty of Arts at Charles Uni-
versity in Prague took us to the post-1948
and post-1989 city of Tachov and its dra-
matic re-emigration history. Daniel
Luther of the Institute of Ethnology of
the Slovak Academy of Sciences in Bra-
tislava introduced the development of
diversification and transformation of
urban spaces in Bratislava in relation to
urban memory of its inhabitants. Pavel
Skopal and Petr Szczepanik of the
Department of Film Studies and Audio-
visual Culture of the Masaryk University
in Brno presented an innovative project
on the film and cinema culture in Brno
before 1945.

The third session was focused on
“Looking for identity and urban memory”.
Daniel Drapala of the Institute of Euro-
pean Ethnology of the Faculty of Arts at
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the Masaryk University in Brno; Alex-
andra Bitusikova of the Research Insti-
tute of Matej Bel University in Banska
Bystrica, Slovakia; Petra Koslikova of
the Department of Historic and Anthro-
pological Sciences of the Faculty of
Arts at the West Bohemian University
in Plzen; and Ladislav Lenovsky of the
Faculty of Arts at the Constantin Philos-
opher University in Nitra introduced dif-
ferent perspectives of the memory and
identity forming in Czech and Slovak
cities of RoZnov, Banska Bystrica, Plzen
and PieStany.

“Collective memory and the city” was
the theme of the fourth and last session of
the first working day. Monika Vrzgulova
of the Institute of Ethnology of the Slovak
Academy of Sciences in Bratislava started
the session with anew and interesting
topic on the memory of the generation of
the “sweet sixties” in the city of Trencin.
Peter Salner of the same institute ana-
lyzed and challenged the concept of social
engineering using the example of (not
only) the Jewish community. Katarina
Kostialova of the Research Institute of
Matej Bel University in Banska Bystrica
devoted her contribution to the impact of
the socio-professional group of railway
workers in Zvolen on city identity and
memory forming. Helena Boc¢kova of the
Institute of Slavic Studies of the Faculty
of Arts at the Masaryk University in Brno
analyzed the role and place of folk tradi-
tions in the Czech national identity build-
ing in Brno.

The busy first day culminated with
apleasant and friendly networking social
dinner, filled with relaxed atmosphere
and nice Moravian food and wine, and
accompanied by lovely music presented
by the music band Bezobratfi.
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The second working day contin-
ued with two sessions on “Urban spaces
and memory.” Michaela Ferencova of
the Institute of Ethnology of the Slovak
Academy of Sciences in Bratislava pre-
sented a paper on memorials as a means
of legitimization of regimes on the exam-
ple of the city of Nové Zamky. Jolana
Darulova of the Research Institute of
Matej Bel University in Bansk4 Bystrica
talked about identity and memory recon-
struction in two former mining cities of
Central Slovakia — Banské Bystrica and
Bansk4 Stiavnica. Jarmila Cermakova
of the Archives of the City of Brno pre-
sented celebrations of the 28™ of Octo-
ber in Brno in the course of history, and
Martin Pelc of the Institute of History at
the Salesian University in Opava showed
and analyzed the images of the city of
Opava and its parks. Martin Jurica of the
Archives of the City of Ostrava presented
the changes of one street in Ostrava. Sla-
vomira Ferencuhova of the Faculty of
Social Sciences of Masaryk University in
Brno brought asociological perspective
on the place of memory in urban planning
in Brno in the context of the European
development. Jana Vitvarova of Depart-
ment of Historic and Anthropological
Sciences of the Faculty of Arts at West
Bohemian University in Plzen devoted
her paper to the topic of “danger” in
urban memory in Plzen.

Ondrej Daniel of the Multicultural
Centre in Prague opened the last session
with his introduction of the web por-
tal European city. Andrea Zobacova of
the Institute of Ethnology of the Acad-
emy of Sciences of the Czech Republic
based in Brno continued with the con-
tribution dedicated to the memory of the
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researcher Karel Fojtik and his studies
of working class dwellings in Brno. Sta-
nislav Broucek of the Institute of Ethno-
logy of the Academy of Sciences of the
Czech Republic in Prague brought us to
the world of the Czech diaspora living
in an urban environment abroad. Jakub
Machek of the Institute of Economic and
Social History of the Faculty of Arts of
Charles University in Prague introduced
the historic memory reflected in the
Prague newspaper from the turn of the
20" century.

The conference opened an interdisci-
plinary dialogue and revealed a number
of theoretical perspectives on the study of
urban memory. All presenters have been
encouraged to publish their contribu-
tions in several publications. We can only
hope that we will have an opportunity to
read the majority of them soon.

Alexandra Bitusikovd

SEMINAR OF THE JEWISH
COMMUNITY AND
COMMUNIST SOCIETY
(Attempt at Analysis of

the years 1948-1968)
[Seminar zidovska komunita
a komunisticka spolo¢nost
(pokus o analyzu rokov
1948-1968)].

Institute of Ethnology of the Slovak
Academy of Sciences and the
Holocaust Documentation Center,
20%-21st April 2009, Bratislava,
Slovakia.

The first day of the spring Bratislava
seminar took place in the framework of
the solution to the problem Reflections
of totalitarian systems — relation of the
Jewish community and state power
after 1945 (head of project, Peter Sal-
ner, assistant head, Blanka Souku-
pova), which is one of the main goals of
the Ethnological Institute of the Slovak
Academy of Sciences. In his introduc-
tion, Peter Salner summarized the con-
sequences of the Shoah for the Jewish
community in Czechoslovakia (lessen-
ing of their number, unfortunate changes
of its demographic structure generally,
change of its value orientations, necessity
and for the first time in history also the
possibility [!] of choosing further strat-
egies of the future). One of those strat-
egies (emigration to Palestine [Israel])
was addressed by the Bratislava ethnolo-
gist Ivica Bumova of the Institute of Jew-
ish Studies of Comenius University in
Bratislava. Until October 1949, 20,000
Jews left the state. The second, very
timely with regard to the strengthen-
ing influence of Catholic historiography
on Slovakia, was apaper presented by
Jaroslav Franék, chairman of the Cen-
tral Union of Jewish Religious Communi-
ties in the Slovak Republic. Fran¢k dealt
mainly with the well-known Slansky trial
(1952), which he compared to a medieval
Inquisition trial. He further pointed out
that Slovak society was willing to reha-
bilitate fully only the non-Jewish victim
of the largest Czechoslovak trial — Slo-
vak Dr. Vladimir Clementis, at that time
Minister of Foreign Affairs. In the cur-
rent Slovak society, there allegedly exists
the stereotype that communist means
Jew. He compared the history of so-called
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