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were men still wearing toppers. Fried
talked to him warmly, remembering his
suffering during the Holocaust and many
other issues. This little story is just to
illustrate that there was a musical con-
nection between Jews in Copenhagen
and Prague, and it would be interesting
to examine it.

The story of Eduard Fried could be
taken as an example or symbolic indi-
cation of socio-cultural integrating
processes which occurred in the Copen-
hagen Synagogue and are described in
the book — afusion of Orthodox and
Reform religious traditions, and of West-
ern Ashkenazi and Eastern Ashkenazi
musical styles. The former cantor of the
Orthodox Altneu Synagogue in Prague
appeared in Copenhagen where there was
music which was largely an off-shoot of
18th-century Reform developments in the
synagogues of Vienna and Berlin charac-
terized by choir accompaniment, conflicts
whether to use an organ or not, Western
harmonization, fewer and shorter melis-
matic embellishments, syllabic chant-
ing and slow motion. On the other hand,
the Eastern Ashkenazi style called the
“Polnische Weise” (“Polish version“) is
characterized by “extreme melismatic
embellishments, rapid melismatic ‘runs’,
intensive improvisations, inclusion of
Hassidic tunes, and great frequency of
modal shifting from one shtayger [Jew-
ish prayer mode] to another.” (p.90)
Fried was not the only cantor there; he
served along with Leopold Grabowski,
who came from Germany. The two styles
used during one service are heard on the
accompanying CD.

As Uri Sharvit puts it, “the Copenha-
gen community was founded in 1684 by

German Jews who, naturally, brought
with them their liturgical and musical
traditions. However, in the following
centuries, many Eastern European Jews
settled in Denmark, bringing Eastern
European practices to the established
musical tradition. The compromises that
were adopted following the Reform-
Orthodox conflict and the predominance
of Eastern European cantors from 1844
onward gave rise to the special character
of the liturgical situation in the Copenha-
gen Synagogue, namely the combination
of German and Polish practices and the
amalgamation of their musical styles.”
(p. 70). It might be interesting to point
out that asimilar process of hybridiza-
tion also happened in Prague, namely in
the Jerusalem Synagogue.

Anyone who is interested in Jewish
music and acculturation processes will
benefit from this comprehensive study
supplied with fieldwork recordings and
their thorough musical transcriptions.

Slavomira Ferencuhova,
Michaela Sulefova, Barbora
Vackova (eds.): MESTO
[THE CITY].
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Hedvika Novotnd

Social Studies (Socialni studia), a schol-
arly journal published by the Faculty of
Social Science of Masaryk University in
Brno, declares it is an interdisciplinary
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periodical covering various fields of social
science, particularly sociology, social and
cultural anthropology, political science,
psychology, and history, with particu-
lar emphasis on the social and cultural
context of the problems discussed. Each
issue of the journal is monothematic and
concentrates on new, as yet unmapped
social trends, view and themes of social
science research. One of the most recent
issues of this journal covered urban prob-
lems. The editors kept the intentions of
the authors open within the framework
of a generally limited theme. In the edito-
rial THE CITY: The Beginning of Urban
Studies in the Czech Republic? this inten-
tion illuminates “the possibility of dis-
covering various ways of viewing acity
as an object of research in the contempo-
rary work (mainly) of young researchers
in (primarily) the Czech milieu.” Thus
apléiade of miscellaneous themes are
presented which are divided into three
sections” Life in the City is dedicated to
a specific city’s way of life; the second
look — (De)signing cities — reflects the
character of the city as an entity deliber-
ately and systematically featured in his-
torically changing social conditions; the
third approach — The City as Image and
Sound views the city as a tangible, visual
and auditive environment and concur-
rently recognizes the “physical” environ-
ment of the city and the fact that its users
perceive it. Despite the declared multide-
partmentalism in the journal, the socio-
logical approach evidently prevails. This
is confirmed both by the introductory text
of the journal (appearing outside of the
above-mentioned sections) — astudy by
Dusan Jandak, I.A. Bldha and the Begin-
nings of Czech Urban Sociology. Blaha’s
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work presents the first Czech empirical
research on the city as well as the first
Czech urban sociological theory; his soci-
ological functionalism is an original the-
oretical approach to the study of the city
along with M. Weber, G. Simmel and the
Chicago School.

The section Life in the City is intro-
duced in atranslation of Walter Benja-
min’s text Man of the Crowd, which is one
of his fragmentary, unfinished sketches
exploring the changing urban society of
the nineteenth century. He is interested in
the changes to which its inhabitants are
subjected while experiencing the pres-
sures of their environment. A commen-
tary on the text Benjamin’s Baudelairian
Texts, On Walter Benjamin’s “Man of the
Crowd” was written by Jaroslav Sttitecky.
Michaela Suléfova, in the article The
Potential and Limits of City Space, pres-
ents atwofold discussion on the quality
of city optics of public urban spaces; on
one hand, it examines the possibilities of
acity for creating societies and a public
and further deals with the contemporary
discussion of social structure in an urban
space. The aim of Roman Vido’s paper
Religious City, Irreligious City is to sketch
some aspects of the relationship between
religion and the city and to focus on the
multilayered nature and ambiguity of the
influence of the urban environment on
the religious life of the individual as well
as society in pre-modern and modern
times.

The second section, (De)signing cities,
is introduced in a translation, this time of
the chapter Planning Purified Cities from
Richard Sennett’s book The Uses of Dis-
order. The text deals with the example of
power relations incorporated in the pro-
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cess of urban planning. Barbora Vackovéa
is the author of the essay “As much Light,
Air, Joy and Simplicity as Possible...” Fea-
tures of Utopian Thought in the History of
City Planning, in which she offers a po-
tential approach to ideas of city planning
from antiquity to the present which can
be found in the philosophical, urban and
scientific tradition. The end of the text
deals with avant-garde urbanism of the
first half of the 20" century, especially the
Zlin and Ostrava region. Michal Rizicka,
in his article Geography of Social Exclu-
sion, addresses the genesis of urban ghet-
tos in Czech cities as a result of social and
spatial control of the dominant cultural
order by excluding ‘the others’; this pro-
cess could be controlled by more inclusive
and sensitive urban planning and spatial
management. The article by Slavomira
Ferencuhova, ‘Together and Contented’.
Images of Integrated Society in Urban
Planning, attempts to introduce urban
planning as a particular field of interest
within urban sociology and studies urban
change. The example of the city of Brno
and an analysis of the document “Strat-
egy for Brno” raise questions about the
role representatives of the city’s inhab-
itants play in attempts to “integrate”
urban society and the importance of the
city as astructure of “identification” for
its inhabitants.

The third section — The City as Image
and Sound — contains two studies. Tomas
Rihagek, in his paper What Does a City
Sound Like? The Urban Sonic Environment
from a Soundscape Concept Perspective
presents the concept of the sonosphere,
which values sound as asource of cul-
tural wealth, and not at all apotential
source of annoyance, disturbance and

destructive influences. In her paper Town
and Society. Kutnd Hora during the long
14" Century Blanka Altova follows the
linkage between the social and urbanistic
development of Kutna Hora in pre-Hus-
site times.

The journal concludes with three
papers which are also connected to the
theme: an essay by Jan Krasa, At Home
in Nature, at Home in the City, a research
report The Age of aCity or Positivist
Acquiring Qualitative Knowledge by Lucie
Vidovi¢ova and areview of the book
Antony Vidle: Warped Space. Art, Archi-
tecture, and Anxiety in Modern Culture by
Michal Simtinek.

The monothematic issue of Social
Studies with the theme of the City thus
presents a self-contained view of the con-
cept of problematics of the City, mainly
from the sociological perspective. It rea-
sons that the City — and above all, today’s
city — is a stimulating and many-layered
theme for social studies research and
thus creates significant scope for further
possible research projects in this field.
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